In previous columns I have talked about the origins of marketing, the importance of planning, the marketing mix and how well it has been applied to a particular product – The Gift Experience.

In this month’s column I want to discuss one particular element of what we call ‘The Communications Mix’ – Networking. The Communications Mix or Promotional Mix consists of five core functions:

1. Advertising
2. Public Relations (including networking)
3. Sales Promotions
4. Direct Marketing
5. Personal Selling

There are, of course, crossovers of the above, but these are essentially the options available to any marketer.

Networking is all too often overlooked by the smaller business. In fact, the term has become somewhat over-used and can conjure up images of Ricky Jervais type characters “working the room!” However, used in moderation as one component of the overall mix, networking is extremely effective.

But there are rules!

Professional networking is on the up … why? Because it works. But it works best when certain rules are followed, such as:

 Do not try to( sell – in fact, use the opportunity to gather information – do the selling later.
 Know your own business – at a recent event an overseas student asked( Mark Pedley of Fortune Xchange how to overcome language barriers – Mark replied “Be fluent in your own business and the rest will follow.”
 Establish a( ‘Stretch Goal’ – seek out areas of common interest and volunteer useful information, it will usually be reciprocated.
 Be in the room – it’s no good( being there if you’re not THERE – be focussed and attentive.

There follows a list of events, which you might consider going to 
I’ll see you there!
 PNG Marketing Event (insert date place and time)(

 Kirklees( Business Partnership invites you to the 3rd Business Rules OK? event
Wednesday 6th March 2002 10am - 6pm 
The Textile Centre Red Doles Lane Off Leeds Road Huddersfield
FREE (Including Refreshments!) 

( Professor John Thompson’s Guest Entrepreneur Lectures (awaiting info on these)
 LunchNet events – go to www.lunchnet.co.uk for their calendar of( events
 Business Link West Yorkshire events – go to www.blwy.co.uk for a( list of their events which are many and varied – below are listed just a few

Cold Calling 16th Apr 2004
Successful Marketing 2nd Feb 2004 
Marketing for Growth 3rd Feb 2004 
NLP: Sophisticated Selling 3rd Feb 2004 
Advertising & Promotion 4th Feb 2004 
Successful selling 4th Feb 2004 
Advertising & Promotion 9th Feb 2004 
NLP: Sophisticated Selling 11th Feb 2004 
Successful Marketing 18th Feb 2004 
Successful Selling 19th Feb 2004 
Meet the Buyer 24th Feb 2004 
Does your Business need Marketing? Seminar 26th Feb 2004 
Marketing for Growth 3rd Feb 2004
Harvey Nichols Networking Evening 9th Feb 2004 

 The West Yorkshire Enterprise Agency( events – go to www.wyea.co.uk
Are you ready for 2004? 
This FREE seminar is an opportunity for you to find out about new legislation that will be impacting on your business in 2004
Experts at the Right place at the Right time 
How would you like the opportunity to have FREE consultations with expert advisers to answer all those niggling business problems?
Get that Friday Feeling!!! 
This seminar will introduce businesses to the ways of recruiting and retaining the best staff. Showing how to make themselves an employer of choice, making them attractive to potential employees so that they can employ the right people first time, saving time, effort and money.
More than Numbers 
This is an exiting new initiative aimed at small businesses, offering advice and guidance on getting the best from employees
Business Rules OK 2004 
Free event for businesses in Kirklees to access information from regulatory authorities
Calderdale Women’s Network 
The event will be of interest to all women either in, or considering entering, the world of business and will provide excellent opportunities for making useful contacts through Business Link’s networks.
Launch of the Todmorden Business Association 
We are supporting this newly formed association.
UK Online for Business “ Best Practice Network” Workshops 
These FREE events are open to all businesses in the Calderdale area.
Young Business Network 
Meet your fellow entrepreneurs in a relaxed atmosphere.

 Business Network( International events - go to www.bni-uk.com 
 The Honley Show – Saturday( 12th June 2004 at Farnley Moor, Thurstonland Road, Farnley Tyas.
